OTHER DISCOVERIES AND INTERESTS

any fertile seed, while others perhaps fall " on stony ground "
because the time is not ripe. Yet such ideas may retain their
vital essence for scores of years, or even for centuries; and when
favourable conditions supervene they may begin to sprout like the
seed that is blown by the wind upon fruitful soil.

From the historic point of view, scientific development is deter-
mined by all the efforts and all the mental work which various
inventors have expended upon the solution of any problem, whether
their work has in the individual case been immediately fruitful or
not. For this reason interest in the history of scientific invention
has increased steadily of recent years: for the function of all
history is, by revealing the processes of achievement IB the past,
to indicate the direction and the possibilities of the future.
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